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Abstract. Derivational affixes are linguistic elements that attach to a base or root word to create 

new words, often with a shift in meaning or grammatical category. These affixes play a crucial role 

in the morphological structure of language, enabling speakers to expand their vocabulary and convey 

nuanced meanings. They can be classified into prefixes, suffixes, infixes, and circumfixes, each 

serving specific functions within word formation. The function of derivational affixes includes 

altering the syntactic category of the base word (e.g., turning a verb into a noun or an adjective into 

an adverb) and changing the meaning of the root word (e.g., denoting negation, intensification, or 

causation). In this paper, we explore the different types of derivational affixes, their syntactic and 

semantic roles, and their impact on the morphological structure of languages. Through this 

examination, we highlight the importance of derivational affixes in language evolution, word 

creation, and communication efficiency. 
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Introduction: In linguistics, affixes are morphemes that are added to a base or root word to alter its 

meaning or create a new word. These affixes can be categorized into two main types: inflectional and 

derivational. While inflectional affixes modify a word's form to reflect grammatical information such 

as tense or number, derivational affixes are used to create new words and often change a word’s 

grammatical category. In this article, we will explore derivational affixes, their functions, and how 

they contribute to the richness and flexibility of language. 

What are Derivational Affixes? 

Derivational affixes are prefixes, suffixes, infixes, or circumfixes that, when added to a root or base 

word, create a new word with a different meaning. They are distinct from inflectional affixes in that 

they often change the grammatical category of the base word (e.g., from a noun to an adjective, or 

from a verb to a noun), rather than just providing grammatical information. 

Types of Derivational Affixes 

1. Prefixes: A prefix is an affix that is added to the beginning of a base word. 

➢ Example: Un- (in unhappy), Re- (in rewrite), Dis- (in disagree). 

2. Suffixes: A suffix is added to the end of a base word. 

➢ Example: -ness (in happiness), -ly (in quickly), -able (in readable). 
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3. Infixes: These affixes are inserted within a word, though they are much less common in English. 

➢ Example: In Tagalog, -um- is used as an infix to derive verb forms. 

4. Circumfixes: These are affixes that attach to both the beginning and the end of a base word, though 

these are rare in English. 

➢ Example: In German, circumfixes such as ge- and -t are used to form past participles (e.g., 

gearbeitet from arbeiten). 

Functions of Derivational Affixes 

Derivational affixes serve various functions that are crucial for language development and evolution. 

Below are the key functions of derivational affixes: 

1. Changing Word Category (Part of Speech): 

 One of the primary functions of derivational affixes is to change the grammatical category or part of 

speech of a word. By adding a derivational affix, the base word can be transformed into a different 

type of word, such as from a verb to a noun, adjective to adverb, etc. 

 Example:  

➢ Noun to Adjective: Beauty (noun) → Beautiful (adjective)  

➢ Verb to Noun: Create (verb) → Creation (noun)  

➢ Adjective to Adverb: Quick (adjective) → Quickly (adverb) 

2. Creating New Words: 

Derivational affixes allow speakers to generate new vocabulary by attaching them to existing words. 

This helps in the growth of the lexicon, providing the means to express new ideas or concepts. 

Example:  

➢ Action (noun) → Act (verb)  

➢ Happy (adjective) → Unhappy (adjective)  

3.Changing Meaning: 

 Some derivational affixes don't necessarily change the part of speech of a word, but rather modify 

its meaning. This allows for nuanced expressions and the creation of words with opposite, enhanced, 

or specific meanings. 

Example:  

➢ Pre- (in preview): to see before  

➢ Un- (in unfortunate): to negate or reverse the meaning  

➢ ness (in kindness): to make a noun out of an adjective to signify the quality of being kind 

4. Forming Opposites or Antonyms: 

 Many derivational affixes are used to form antonyms or opposites of the base word. Prefixes such as 

un-, in-, dis-, and anti- are commonly used to convey negation or opposition. 

Example:  

➢ Possible (adjective) → Impossible (adjective)  

➢ Agree (verb) → Disagree (verb) 

5. Expressing Degree: 

Some derivational affixes express the intensity or degree of a quality. Suffixes like -er, -est, and -

most often function to increase or compare the degree of a word. 

Example:  
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➢ Big (adjective) → Bigger (comparative adjective)  

➢ Rich (adjective) → Richer (comparative adjective) 

6. Forming Nominalizations: 

Derivational affixes are commonly used to convert verbs or adjectives into nouns. These 

nominalizations are often used to discuss actions, states, or qualities as concepts. 

Example:  

➢ Teach (verb) → Teacher (noun, person)  

➢ Strong (adjective) → Strength (noun) 

7. Creating Diminutives: 

Some derivational affixes form diminutives, which convey a sense of smallness or endearment. For 

example, the suffix *-let* in English can create diminutives. 

Example:  

➢ Book → Booklet (a small book)  

➢ Pig → Piglet (a small pig) 

Derivational Affixes in Different Languages 

While the examples above primarily focus on English, derivational affixes are found in almost all 

languages. Some languages, like Turkish or Finnish, use extensive derivational affixes that modify 

not only the meaning but also the grammatical relationships within sentences. English, though 

relatively simple in its affixation system, still demonstrates the power of derivational affixes in 

creating new words and meanings. 

Conclusion: Derivational affixes are essential building blocks of language, enabling the creation of 

new words, changing their meanings, and shifting their grammatical categories. These affixes are 

powerful tools that enhance the richness and flexibility of language, allowing speakers to 

communicate a wide range of ideas, feelings, and concepts. Whether forming opposites, creating new 

words, or changing a word's grammatical category, derivational affixes are central to the development 

and evolution of language. 
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